The Queen In the Outback
Some time ago, Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain arrived in the Great Sandy Desert. When she met up with Kuriti Kurjarra from the Walmajarri tribe and his wife Pat Lowe, she had some problems making herself understood.

“How do you do?” she asked Kuriti.

“Do what?” the Aboriginal replied, surprised.

“She means how are you going”, Pat tried to help.
“I’m right”, Kuriti finally answered, taking the Queen’s hand who kept smiling.

Pat was very nervous about saying the right things to the Queen, but Kuriti came right to the point.

He asked her to show them all the waterholes in the desert saying, “You reckon you’re the owner of this country. Well, now you can prove it.”

Of course, Elizabeth completely failed the Aboriginal’s test, whose tribes have been the traditional owners of the Walmajarri land for ages. As semi-nomadic desert people they were lucky, as they were not forced from their land. However their land was taken from them by white settlers and made Crown land. In Kuriti’s eyes the white men were only renters of the land – of his land. What he argued was that 70% of Australia was under native title claim. What he wanted to know was: why wasn’t it 100%?
As expected, the Queen was not able to prove her claims to the native land. Not only did she fail to show Kuriti and Pat any waterholes, but Elizabeth also failed to help much in hunting for tucker! Kuriti wasn’t too impressed by British royalty, but he gave the Queen a swag to sleep in, goanna tail, snake’s liver and roast cat for food. He was not sure if she liked her country’s food.
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